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Rs rge of pitti Rog or of nag the wrath, whigh Lud 
Ae of committing. On ee cont „it appear to me: that I 
biene ot nly for an over-anxiety to 1 the, whols truth in terms 
my cath; for had 1 anſwered the firſt queſtion: in the negatives. (v 
Aas entitled to do, as no. on had. put words, ig my er 1 
* 7 / way nothare had the mortification of being imprifoned. . / 
3 Vous of the purity of my r 
4 25 J and, leaving it withthem to j wich candour, 1 have only. 
= : 5 . Dar: te obſerve, that 1 grieve bot le 5 moch on account of niy COW | 
Lat ſorry mat; m my being bee , Mr. os MT be ve 
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55 „ 
f Board of General Officers 


"Het b& Order of His Excellancy General 
. WASHINGTON, Commander in Chief of 
the Army of the United States of America: 
 Rejpetting Major Anpzz, Adjutant Gene- 
ral to the Britiſh Army, Sept. 29, 1780. 
* To which are APPENDED, The ſeveral 
Letters which paſſed to and from Om” 
N ork on the Occgſon, &c. | 
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GENERAL OFFICERS, 
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HzTID BY ORDER OF 


— 


His Excellency Gen, WASHINGTON, 


5 | Commanderi in Chief of the * of the United Srares 
of AMERICA. 


% 


3 
* 


RESPECTING, 


Major JOHN ANDRE, 
| _ .\djutant General of the Britiſh Army. MI 


SEPTEMBER 29, 1780. 


ö £ 


PHILADELPHI 4: e 
Printed by FRANCIS BAILEY, in Market - Street- 
u. oc. xxx. 
E , f 


0 13 148 p 60 rn yy 2,4 ' ; 
f y * 8 1 & #1 CIC TITTY Kt; 


as A IS a 1 
Jie IT 


. . \ l " SE 18 | P 
; 1 8 x * TX 

, 4 , * JP , 

' " . 
. , * V b 1 % > % "FD x g 

EN TRAC TS or LETT ERS 

N : 1 | | g 28 
ERC 7 


TR, EG WST-S ne 10 tt enz! 
+ from General WasHIN GTO, ff be 
+ Ae ere 16 ono 
+411 » PRESIDENT: of ,ConGRess,, ol” 


O N Wñdd neden 
KReobiſan'v Houſe, in the Hiblands, Sept, 26, 1780. 
2 ST R, CONC forego) od S102 4, 0% A Scl. 
18 VE the honor to inform Congreſs, that I arrived 

here yeſterday about twelve o'clock, on my return from 
Hartford. Some hours previous to my arrival Major Ge- 
neral Arnold went from his quarters, which were this 
place, and, as it was ſuppoſed, over the river to the garriſon 
at Weſt Point, whither I proceeded myſelf, in order to 
viſit the poſt. I found General Arnold had not been thert 
durirg the day, and on my return to his quarters he was 
ſtill abſent. Iu the mean time; a packet had arrived from 
Lieut. Colonel Jameſon, announGng the capture ofa John 
Anderſon, who was endeavouring to go to New Vork 
with ſeveral"interelting and important papers, all in the 
hand writing of General Arnold. This was alſo agcom- 
panes with a letter from the priſoner, avowing himſelfto 

| Major John Andre, Adjutant General to the Britiſh 
army, relating the manner of his capture, and endeavour- 
ing to ſhew that he did not come under the deſcription of 
a by. From theſe. ſeveral circumſtances, and informa- 
tion that the General ſeemed to be thrown into ſome de- 


ee of agitation, on receiving a letter alittle time before. 


e went from his quarters, I was led to conclude imme- 
diately that he had heard of M:jor Andie s captivity, and 
that he would, if poſſible, eſcape to the enemy, and accord- 
ingly took ſuch meaſures as appeared the moſt probableto 
apprehend him. But he had embarked in a barge and 
proceeded down the river, under a flag, to the 1 

ip 
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x ( 4 17,5 
g 257 of war, which" lay at ſome miles below Stoney and 
gy Points. He wrote me a letter after he got on 

1 Major André is not arrived yet, but I hope he 

that he will be here to-day. have been and 
— precautions, which I truſt will prove effectual 
to prevent the important conſequences which this conduct, 
on the part of General Arnold, was intended to produce, 
] do not know the party that took N Major Andre, but i it 
is ſaid that it conſiſted only of a few militia, who acted in 
ſuch #manner:upon the occaſion, as does them the higheſt 
honor, and proves them to | be men of great virtue, As 
ſoon as I know their names, I ſhall _ N in tranſ- 
"REY them to Congreſs. 


24. 


r „„ 3 rere 


2 ona, 178⁰. 
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1 HAVE Weeds d wick Congreſs à copy of 
the proceedings of a Board of General Officers in the caſe 
of bg + Anke Adjutant General to the Britiſh army. 

This officer was executed in purſuance of the opinion 
of the Board, on Monday, the 2d inſtant, at 12 0 clock, 
8 our late camp at Tappan. Beſides es the proceedings 

tranſmit copies of ſundry letters reſpecting the matter, 
which are all that paſſed on the Subjects not includedinthe 


gs. 
I have now Bs oleatore. to unicate the names of 
** three perſons who capture jor, Andre, and who 
refuſed to feleaſe him, notwithſtanding the moſt earn 
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- appan, in the State of New- Vork . 
979 F R E. os KAN. „ 5 28 IT 1 
oth 4100 ll 10 d 0 ED 
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* 8 rd Si Datrclix ne * Dune. 
Maor. enera | Y " 
 diyzor Geng 2 Wia de 8 5 
39 ajor Sen Pay 239 Of! U "7 [ads 02 
Maſor G ron 'de Steuben, .. Tr ned 
Major Gen ns 2 5 510 | " 
Brigadier» General Clinton, 
Brigadier General Knox, / q 13 : 
-\ Brigadier General Glover, wr: wn 7994 14989 2? 
© Brigadier General va" RET adds N 
1 Lani 905 5 05 d een 
Brigadier Genera nenn WIR 25 * 2 ; 
Brigadier Genetel Starke, VE. | 
e e Re Fete, Judge-Advocate-G I 
A0 e . oe alto we. Beach amy 
MP 17 — A the following 
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Held by Order of his Aer Sad abe res. oy 
commander. in chief of the army of the United States | 
. "of America, reſpecting Major Andre, Adjutant General 
of the Britiſh army, September the e 1780, at 0 


ine; W Gebet the Brit: bs arwy, 8 8 


<< cate within, pur lines in the night, on, an intetvieenmn 2 — þ 
<< with Major ob) Arnold, and in ao aſſumed charace _ 
K Was tak en within our Ser in a diſguiſed ha- 5 


43 ice 1 a\paſs. ar, a feigned name, and Wü. the 


23 e * upon bind. After a careſul 


d examination, 
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as poſſi> 
*- ble,” to report à precife ſtate of his cafe, together with 
23 opinion of * wh in which he ought to be con- 
<< ſidered, and the pu ent that ought to be inflicted. 
„ The Judge Advocate will attend to afhft in the exami- 
nation, Who by Four other papers N ta this 
* Mattef, which he will lay before * 
A have the honour tobe, N en 
Fn: © Four my RPO as 
rs bens edient um 

4 drink. 5:0. WASHING TON. 

« Th Bund of Ger) n i of * ho 
convened at T fi 


$ © : 
4 


The names of the officers eompoſing the Board. were 
read to Major Andre, and on his being aſked whether he 
confeſſed the matters contained. i in the Jetter from his Ex- 
cellency General W ton to the Board, or denied them, 
be faid, in addition. to bis letter 19 f eneral Waſhington, 
dated Salem, the 24th* September, 1 bo ich was read 
to the board, and now get ed by Mor An md oe 


deen written by him, which let 1 is as follows 


Salem, , 24 Sept 1. 
in. 


ha: — ſaid oe bey, l. 
Wy 770 ifiable attempt to be extricated ; 1. am too little ne rene 


ume to dupliquty to bave ſucceeded." 116 


4 1 beg your Excellency will be ſanded, that uo alter- 


* ation in the temper of my mind, or $, e for 'my 


4 [7 "ys induces me te take the #t but 
„ that it is to ſecure myſelf from an . bavin 
you affemtd | a neon character for r roſes 7 
fe intereſt, A «condutt 2 with"the pri 
<c that-atuated me, as well as 01 condition in life. 
4& Tt is to vindicate my fame that 7 ſpeak af and ar fo 
on « 5 ecurity. 15 par DH. Joby 1 
* rfon in your poſſeſſion 3s Major 51 
1 2 e General fo th ritiſh phony 
. influence F one commander in the a 1% 
<' adverſary is an advantage lalen in war. A corre 2 
% denes for this purpeſe F held; as ee O (in t 
15% inſtance) with hit Exc ellency Clinton, 
To favour it, / 2 5 to 7541 1 — 1 not 


40 within s of either an who was to give 
js mie inte . 15 ton o'r Eher, Pun of 555 
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1 
« for this 7, and was fetched by a brat from the bre to 


„ the beach: Being there I uus tell that the approach of day 
: 25 < . 


ec wand prevent my return, and that I mu 
„ until the next night. 1 was in my regimenta's and bail 
<« fairly riſked my. perſon. on I om 
* Again/t my ſtipulation, my intention and without my 
&« knowledge before hand, I was. condufted within one of 
& your poſts. [Your Exceliency may conceiue my ſenſation 
6. on: this-octaſion and will imagine bow much more I muſt 
have heen er, by a refuſal to reconduct me back 
te the next night as 1 bad been brought. Thus become a 
«+ priſoner I bad to concert my eſcape. l quitted my uni- 
% form and was paſſed another way in the night without 
«©: tbe American poſts to neutral ground, and bs vale Twas 
% beyond all armed parties and left to preſs for New-York. 
©] was taken at Tarry Town by ſome volunteers. | 
« Thus at have bad the honar to relate was I betray 
« (being Adjutant General of 'the Britiſb army) ints the 


= 


vile condition of an enemy in diſguiſe ' within your paßt. 


„Having avowed myſelf a Britiſh officer I have nothing 
& to reveal but what re:ates to myſeif, which is true oa 
& the honour of an officer. and a gentleman. 


„De requeſt I haue to make your Excellency, and 1 am 


© .conſcjous I addreſs myſelf well, is, that in any rigour 
, policy may dictate, . cy of conduct towards me may 
% mark, that though unfortunate I am branded with no- 
c thing difhonourable, as no motive cole: be mine but the 
«« ſervice of my king, and as [was involuMtariy an impeſtor. 
. *© Another requeſt is, that I may be permitted to write 


e an open letter to Sir Henry Clinton and another fo 2 


& friend fer cloaths and linen. 2 
« tate the liberty to mention the condition ' of ſome 
% gentlemen at Charles-Tawn, who being either on parole 
« or under protection, were engaged in a conſpiracy againſt 
. Though their ſituation is not ſimilar, they are objet?s 
© who may be ſet in exchange. for me, er are perſons whom 
« the treatm:nt I receive might affet?. | 
t is no leſs, Sir, in a dence in the generoſity of your 
„mind, than on account of your ſuperior ſtation that 1 | park 
©. choſen to importune 'you- with this letter. | 
15 « 1 have the honour to be, with. great reſpect, Sir, 
IX « Your Excellency's maſt cbedient 
and moſt bumble: ſervant, . 


His Excellency General Waſhington, 
ec. Sc Cc.) 


« Adjutant General. 
That 
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YU DLO 
2 A — 
. „Hrit InTant, 
— undet d eee mountain: that the 
boat he came on fhore in carried ua fg, and that be had 
on a ſurtout coat over his regimentals, and chat he wore 
his ſuridut coat when he was taken; "that he met Gene- 
ral Arnold on the ſhare, and had an interview with him 
there, He alſo aid, that when he left the Vulture floop of 
war, lit was: underſtood he was to return that night; but 
it was then doubted, and if he could not return he was 
to be concealed on {hore in a place of ſaſety, until 
the next night, when he was to return in the ſame man- 
ner he came on ſhore; and when the next day came he 
was ſolicitous to get back, and made enquiries in the courſe 
of the day, how he ſhould return, when be was informed 
he could not return that way and he muſt take the rout 
be did aſterwards. He alſo ſaid, Ihat the firſt notice he 
had of: — — within any of our poſts, was, being chal- 
lenged by the e was the Grſk night was on 
hore. He alſo By that the evening of the twenty- 
fecond of September inſtant, he pa Aug Ferry be- 
tween our poſts of Stoney and Verplank's Points, in the drefi 
| 3 gent in, and which he ſaid was not his regimtn- 
which drefs he procured, after he pa — 
_ the Vulture and when he was within our Þo/fs, and — | 
was proceeding to New-York, but was taken on his way 
at Tarry Tou as he has mentioned in his letter, on Sa- 
turday the twenty third ww oe pen uae about nine 
Sue in the wap, 


— 


The e pa rs were e halb before "Ren Board Ind 
ſhewn to Major Andté, who confeſſed to the board that 
they were found on him when he was taken, and faid they 
were: concealed: in his boot, except the paſs :----- 

18 T0 from General Arnold to John Anderſon, which 

lajor Andre acinocletged bt afſumed. 

""Aiiticry orders, September 5, 17180 

Eſtimate of the force at Welt” Point and its Fay 
dencies, September 7% 5 

Eftimate of mod to inn the oa at Weſt Point, &c, 

Return of ordnance at Weſt Point, September 1780. 

Remarks on works at Weſt Point. 

Copy of a {tate of matters laid before a council of war 
by his Ex-ellency General ä held the 6th of 
3 3 
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A letter pod, Fe Anderſon, dated Sept. 7, 1 
to Colon eldon *, was W i ib B45, 
and ſhewn to Major Andre, which be acknowledged to haye 
been written by Bim, and 3s as follows: ?: 
« 8 £8: © % New-York, the 5th Sept. 1980. 
IAM told my name is made known to you, and that 
I may hope your mdulgence in permitting me to meet 


& a friend near your out poſts, ' J will endeavour to ob- 


„ tain permiſſion to go out with a flag which - will be ſent 
to Dobb's Ferry on Menday next, the 11th; at twelve 
„ o'clock, when | ſhall be happy to meet Mr. G- §. 
4 Should I not be allowed to 45, the officer who is to 
„ command the eſcort, between whom and myſelf no 
« diſtinftion need be made, can ſpeak on the affair. 
Let me entreat, you, Sir, to favour a matter ſo in- 
<« tereſting to the parties concerned, and which is of ſo 
« private a nature that the public on neither ſide can be 
« mjured by it 5 e oe; Deg" 
<< [ ſhall be happy on my part in doing any act of kind- 
« neſs to you in a family or property concern of a ſimilar 4 
„nature. en ONTOD ENROL MONICA TATIE: 
I truſt T-ſhall not be detained; but ſhould any old 
« grudge be a cauſe for it, I ſhall rather riſk that, than 
* neglect the buſineſs in queſtion, or aſſume a myſterious 
character to carry on an innocent affair, and, as friends 
© have adviſed, get to your lines by ſtealth, I am, Sir, 
% with all regard, be | W 
eur met abedient humble: Jervant, * 
polls git | 66 Jonn ANDE R80N.”? 
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Lei it e. - gr that Colonel Sheldon, to whom 
the above letter is 4 Jed „Was privy to the plot carrying on 
by general Arnold, it is to be objerved, that the letter was 
found among Arnoid"s papers, and had been tranſmitted by 
Colonel Sheldon, who, it 3 7 

September to Arnold, which incihſed it, had never heard g 

Jobn Auderſon before. Arnold in his anſwer on the 10th, 
acknowledged he had not communicated-it to him, though he 
had 8 N him that he expefted a perſon would come from 
New-Iork, for the purpoſe of bringing him intelligence. 
(S) It appears by the ſame letter that Arnold had written 


« Col. SHELDON? T 


to Mr. Anderſon, under the fignature of Guſtavus. His 


vas are [ on obli 0 1 torite with great 2 to 
him, my letter was figned Guſtavus to prevent any diſcovery 
in caſe it fell into the _— the enemy.“ | 


ix FA 


rom a letter of the oth of © 


7 


N Major Andr wee chat this letter could de of no 
| * force in the = in qu bra jon, as it was written -in 'New- 
York, when he was ünder the orders of General Clinton, 
/ but that it tended to prove that it was not his i invention 
EN ²⁰˙· --= ba 4 
| LOS e vi interrogat re about his | 

Hons wir d. bis coming — coming on l or bin Pay rage of a 
aid. t it u imp or him to ſuppoſe he | 
came — — that ſanlĩ ion; and added, UE he 
| came on ſhote under that ſanction, he certainly might bave X 
3 returned under it. a 
| Andre having acknowledged the preceding facts, 
and being aſked whether he had any thing to ſay r bark 
5 them, -anſwered, He left them to . with the =, 
"The examination. of Major Andre being concluded, he 
was remanded into cuſtody. 
| be following letters were laid before the Board, and 
DS. read. Benedict Arnold's letter to General W aſhing- 
Y I'S ton, dated September 25, 1980. Col. Robinſon's letter 
_ 1. 10 General Waſhington, dated September 25, 1780, and 
= Ep: are; len 8 — — 2 from September, 1 5 
4 2 r o . * 
General Walbington. ; 


e » AM 


Fn 
by be e i On board the Pulte, . 25, voa 
. c 8 1 43 A Sz 
= RYE „ THE e ene of; its own n reQlitude, 
= a cannot-atteznpt to palliate a ſtep which the world may cen- 
me ſure as wrong; I have ever ated from a principle of love 
45 to my country, ſince the commencement of reſent 


1 * conteſt between Great · Britain and the Colonies; 
. the ſame principle of love to my country actuates my 
1 preſent conduct, however it may appear inconſiſtent to 
= world, Who very ſeldom, j Jy ge right of any man's 
| ons. 
e I have no favour to aſk for myſelf. I haye too often 
experienced the ingratitude of my country tp attempt it; 
but from the known humanity of your Excellence, I am 
induced to aſk your Peet MA or Mrs. Arnold, from 
every inſult and injury that the miſtaken vengeance of 
my country may expoſe. her to. It ought to fa we on 
me; ſhe is as and as 8 as an angel, and : 
incapable of doin wrong. may be permitts 4 
to return to her friends in Phi i er or to come to me 
as ſhe 27 chooſe; from 17 Ercelleney! I have no we 


0 


/ 
” oy *. * — 
r e 3a mos ns wi fro ff am a... 


Sg 
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0 on her accdunt, hut ſhe may ſuſfer from the miſtaken fury 
* e 8 
„bare to requlelt; incloſed letter may be deli- 
5 vered, to Mrs. Arnold; — ee to ac 5 to me 

I *I have alſo. to aſk, that my cloaths-and, baggage; which 
bis fl 27 of little conſequence, may be; ſent. to me, if required: 
7 their value ſhall be paid; in money. F 
be Ive the honour io be, win regard and gſſaem, 


he % You Excellengy's moſt. obetdient humble ſervant,  _ 
ve e , * B. 41 LD.“ 

| His Excellongy General Waſhington,” 85 
8, 5 


| * N. B. In;juſtice. to the gentlemen of my family, Col. 

1 Varrick and Major Franks,. I think myſelf in honour 

he bound to declare, that they, as well as Joſhua Smith, Eſq; 
| (who I know' is ſuſpected) are totally ignorant of any 


nd tranſactions of mine, that they had reaſon to believe were 


g· injurious to the public.“ 

er N D | 

nd 2 % Vulture, off Sinfinch, Segi. 28, 1780. 
o, „ N cht. 25, 78 ; 
) „ AM this moment injormed that Major Andre 


Adjutant General of his Majeſty's army in America, is 
detained as a priſoner, by the army under your command. 

It is therefore incumbent on me to inform you of the 
manner of his falling into your hands: He went up wich 

| a-flag at the requeſt of General Arnold, on public buſineſs 
Gy with him ind had his permit. to return by land to News 
* York : Under theſe: circumſtances. Major Andre cannot 
/e be detained: by you, without the. greateſt violation of flags, 
It and. contrary to the cuſtom and uſage of all nations; and 
1 2s I imagine you will ſee this matter in the ſame point of 
y view: as I do, 1 muſt deſire you will order him to be fet 
0 at liberty and allowed to return immediately: Every ſtep 
Miter Aud? took was by the alſviee and'direQion of Ge. 

neral Arnold, even that of taking a feigned name, and of 


* | courſe, not liable to,cenfure for it, . 1 
1 a; Sir, mt forgetting our former acguaintanct, 
n am, Sin, gattiung eur. Kquainianc 
oy 1 4 . '*6- Your: very humble. ſervant, of 
f BEV. ROBINSON Co 
1777 ery et, 4 
22 
e mncral WASHINGTON. es | 16 its” «© New 
'S f 15 10 2:43, S114 9 7 ; 13 44 2 980 1. 
n 

* 
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EIN informed that the King's Adjutant General 

in America has been ſtopt, under Major General Arnold's 
paſſports, and is detained a priſoner in your Excellency's 
army, I have the honour to inform you, Sir, that 1 per- 

: | mitted Major Andre to d to Major General Ar nold, at 

oo the particular requeſt of that general officer. You will 


0 perceive, Sir, by the indloſed paper, that a flag of truce 


was ferit to receive Major Andre, and paſſports granted 
for his return, I therefore' can have no doubt but your 
Excellency will immediately direct, that this officer has 
permiſhon to return to my orders at New- Vork. 
L Þ have the honour to be, your 'E xcellency's 
e obedient and moſt humble ſerv: | 
Cee 
©«< His Excellency General WASHINGTON,” kehr 


Bs | 6 New-York, Sept. 26, 1780. 
r Aran oo ad. TI 
„ IN anſwer to your Excellency's meſſage, reſpecting 
pour Adjutant General, Major Andre, and defiring my 
idea of the reaſons why he is detained, being under my 
E have the honour to inform you, Sir, that I appre- 

„ nd a few hours muſt return Major Andre to your Excel- 
> lency's orders, as that officer is aſſuredly under the pro- 
tection of a flag of truce fent by me to him for the pur- 
ſe of a converſation which I requeſted to hold with 
8 to myſelf, and which I wiſhed to communi- 


* * 


cate through that officer to your Excellency. 


Fo 00H commanded at the time at Weſt Point, had an 


undoubted right to; ſend my flag of truce for Major Andre, 
who came to me under that protection, and having held 
my converſation with him, I delivered him confidential 

| rs in my own hand writing, to deliver to your Excel- 

| = thinking it much properer he ſhould. return 'by 
land, I directed him to make A by feigned name of 
John Anderſon, under which, he had by my direction 
to come on ſhore, and pave him my paſſports to go 
to the White Plains on his way to New- Vork, This 
3 therefore ſail of being immediately ſent 
te New-York, as he, was invited to a converſation 
with me, for which 1 ſent him a flag of truce, and 
2 gave him paſſ res for. his ſafe return to your 
Excellency ; all wich 1 had then a right to do, being in 
the actual ſgtvice of America, under the orders of . 


Ip 


. 


* 


dean LL ES £— 


Y 


2 | 6 19 | 
ral Waſhington, and commanding general at Weft Paint 
and its dependencies  _, 
1 have the honour to be, your Excellency's 
« moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, 
| | « B. ARNOLD.” 
His Agcellency * HENRY CTix rox.“ 
, { | 


* * 

The Board * conſidered the letter from tis Excel- 
lency General Waſhington reſpecting Major Andre, Ad- 
jutant General to the Britiſh army, the confeſſion of Ma- 
jor Andre, and the papers produced to them, REPORT 
to His Excellency, the Commander in Chief, - the follow- 
ing facts, which appear to them relative to Major Andre. 
Firſt, That he came on ſhore from the Vulture ſloop 


of war in the night of the twenty-firſt of September in- 


ſtant, on an interview with General Arnold, in a private 
and ſecret manner. | 10 

Secondly, That he changed his dreſs within vur lines, and 
under a feigned name, and in a diſguiſed habit, paſſed our 


works at Stoney and Verplank's Points, the evening of the 


twenty-ſecond of September. inſtant, and was taken the 


morning of the twenty-third of September inſtant, . at 


Tarry Town, in a diſguiſed habit, being then on his way 
to'New-York, and when taken, he had in his poſſeſſion 
ſeveral papers, which contained intelligence far the enemy. 
Type Board having maturely conſidered theſe facts, DO 
ALSO REPORI' to His Excellency General Waſhing- 
ton, That Major Andre, Adjutant General to the Britt 
army, ought to be conſidered as à Spy from the enemy, 


and that agreeable to the law and uſage of nations, it is 


their opinion, he ought to ſuffer death. 


NaTn, GREENE, MA. Geni. Preſident. 
Stirling, MG, e 
Ar. Ft. Clair, M. G. SAT 
La Fayette, NM. G. 
Xe. Howe, H. G. f 
Stuben, M. G. 4 
Saml. H. Parſons,” B. Gent. 
| Jong Clinton, B. Gen. 
H. Knox, Brigr. Genl. Artillery. 
Nuno. Glover, B. Gen.. 5 
John Patterſon, B. Genl. 


. Huntington, B. Gin. 
Paola Starke, B. Oni. 


1 


* 


* 


* 8 a wy | 1 1 | 1 . . 
8 0 8 1 oa . _— = oy 
n - o « : 2. 


Copy of a Letter from Major Andre, Adjutant General, 
Oc. 


? to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. Sc. & 


. Tappan,. Sept, 20, 1780. 


8 IR, 2 — | 
lency is doubtleſs already appriſed of 


. Exce 
| the manner in which I was taken, and poſſibly of 
the. ſerious light in which my eonduct is conſidered; and 


the rigorous determination that is impending. 


Under theſe circumſtances, I have obtained General 


aſbington's permiſſion to ſend you this letter; the 
object of which is, to, remove from your breaſt any ſuſ- 
picion, that I could ago I was bound by your Ex- 
cellency's orders to expoſe myſelf to what has happened. 


The events of coming within an enemy's poſts, and of 


changing my dreſs, which led me to my preſent ſituati- 


on, were contrary to my on intentions, as they were 


to your orders; and the cireuitous route, which I took 

to return, was impoſed ( perhaps unavoidably) without 

alternative upon me. ac 0, ig MME ee 
I am. perfe&ly tranquil in mind, and prepared for any 


fate, to which an honeſt zcal for my King's ſervice 


ay have devoted mn. . | {F 

In addrefling myſelf to your Excellency on this occa- 
fron, the force of all my obligations to you, and of the 
attachment and gratitude I bear you, recurs to me, With 
all the warmth of my heart, I give you thanks for your 
Excellency's profuſe kindneſs to me; and I ſend you 
the moſt earneſt withes for your welfare, which a faith- 
ful, affectionate, and ul attendant can frame. 

L have a mother and three ſiſters, to whom the value 
of my commiſſion would: be an object; as the loſs of 
Grenada has much affected their income. lt is needleſs 


to be more explicit on this ſubject; I am perſuaded of 
Four Excellency's goodneſs, 8 | 


I receive 


* 


* 


„ | C 
I receive the greateſt attention from his Excellency GY 
General Waſhington, and from every perſon, under | ' YAY 
whoſe charge I happen to be placed. SE 4 N | 5 
* I have the honcur to be, gi | ; | 0 $ l 
| With the moſt reſpefiful attachment, , 
a . Your Excellency's moſi obedient 0 1 
6 | and moſi humble Fn " i 
a IOHN ANDRE, 5 | 
(Addreſſed) Aajutant General. 4 
His Excelleacy ; 3 . | 
General Sir Henry Clinton, XK. . 1 
| Se. Cc. Oc. L | 9 . | 
Copy of a letter from His Excellency General Waſhing- | 
ton, to His Excellency Sir Henty Clinton. | 


7 
IN /anfwer to your Excellency's letter of the 26th 
inſtant, which I had the honour to receive, I am to in- 1 
form you, that Major André was taken under ſuch cir- q 
cumſtances as would have juſtified the moſt ſummary V 
proceedings againſt him. 22 —— to re · 1 
fer bis caſe to the examination and deciſion of a Board 1 1 
of General Officers, who have reported, on his free and , 
voluntary confeſſion and letters, That he came on | & 
« ſhore from the Vulture floop of war in the night of | 2 | 
tc the twenty-firſt of September inſtant,” &c. &c. as in | 


n—U — —ů— — 


ö 

the report of the Board of General Officers. a 1 

From theſe proceedings it is evident Major André was R 9 

employed in the execution of meaſures very foreign to i 

the objects of flags of truce, and ſuch as they were ne- . of. | 
ver meant to authoriſe or countenance in the moſt diftant 9 


degree ; and this gentlemah confeſſed, with the greateſt 1 
candor, in the courſe of his examination, That it was 

„ impoffible for him to ſuppoſe he came on ſnore, under 1 

<« the fanction of à flag.“ | 6 | | f 

I have thy honour to 5 — Excellency s ; =O 

\ Mp obedient un — humble {ervant, vb 

\ G. WASHINGTON. | — 

(Addreſſed) 1 + \ 


His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 


In this letter, Major Andre's of the 2gth-of September "EN 1 | | 
to Sir Henry Clinton, waz tranfmitted, | 


wy — 


New-York, | | 


3 

1 
| 

* 
| A 


= 


0 ,” | 
- ws Wt So 
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— 
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TRENT EF r ne Neu Tork, 29, Sept. 1780. 


S 7 R. Ws 7 "i ” &. 4 
PERSUADED* that you are inclined rather to pro- 
mote than prevent the civilities and acts of humanity, - 
which the rules of war permit between civilized nations, 1 
I find no difficulty in repreſenting to you, that ſeveral 
letters and meſſages ſent from hence have been diſregard- 


I 
. 


ed, are unanſwered, and the flags of truce that carried 


them, detained. As I ever have treated all flags of truce 
with civility and teſpect, I have a right to hope, that 


you will order my complaint to be immediately redreſſed. 


Major Andre, who vifited an officer commanding in a 
diſtri at his own defirez: and acted in every circumſtance 
agreeable: to his direction, I find is detained a priſoner ; 
my friendſhip for him leads me to fear he may ſuffer ſome 
inconvetitence for want of neceſſaries; I wiſh to be al- 
lowed to ſend him a few, and ſhall take it as a favour if 
you will be pleaſed to permit his ſervant to deliver them. 
In Sir Henry Clinton's abſence it becomes a part of my 
duty to make this repreſentation and requeſt, 8 075 

i e n 8 Excellencys 


1 1 oft obedient humble ſervant, 
"VERT JAMES ROBERTSON, 
His Excellency 1 apts 
| General Waſhington. _ 
; 0 . Ti | * 1 80. 1 
IR nen 830 178 


| I HAVE juſt received your letter of the 29th. Any 
delay which may have attended your flags has proceeded 


from accident, and the-peculiar circumſtances of the oc- 


caſion, not from intentional neglect or violation. The 


letter that admitted of an anſwer, has received one as 
early as it could be given with ning tranſmitted by 
a flag this morning. As to meſſages, 


| am uninformed 
of any. that have been ſent. SE» 
The neceſſaries for Major André will be delivered to 


him, agreeable to your requeſt. 


1 am, Sir, ET CE 
Dur moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
79 FG. WASHINGTON. 
Lieut. General Robertſon, 


Neu- ork, 


New-York, 


e 

$ it MY | New-York, Sept. 30. 1780. | 
is 15 245 Fw \ 5 FF... : 

FROM your Excellency's letter of this date, lam 41 


perſuaded the Board of General Officers, to whom you Eo 44> 
8 feferred the caſe of Major Andrè, can't have been rightly iy * 
, informed of all the circumſtances on which a judgment 
» 4 ought to be formed, I think it of the higheſt moment {1 
_ to. humanity, that your Excellency ſhould be perfectly 4 i; 
|  _ apprized of the ſtate of this matter, before you proceed | | 
5 to put that judgment in execution. 5 jy N — 2 
For this reaſon, I ſhall fend His Excellency Lieut. Ge- . 
neral Robertſon, and two other gentlemen, to give you | [ 
2 true ſtate of facts, and to declare to you my ſentiments | 
and reſolutions, They will ſet out to-mortow as early as | 
the wind and tide will permit, and wait near Dobbs's _ i 
ferry for your permiſſion and ſaſe conduct, to meet your q 
Excellency, or ſuch perſons as you may appoint, to | 
converſe with them on this ſubject. | | 
I have the honour to — your Excellency's FI 
Moſt abedient and moſt bumble ſervant, © [4 
535 989 N * H. C1 NTON 41 


be 7 The Hon. Andrew Elliot, Eſq. Lieut. Governor, q | 
and the Hon; William Smith, Chief Juſtice of this pro- # 
4 4 will attend His Excelleney Lieut. General Ro- 
. 61s | 2 
| 5 | | H. C. 


His Excellency General Waſhington. 
„Leut. General Robertſon, Mr. Elliot, and Mr. Smith 


came up in a flag veſſel to Dobb's ferry, agreeable to the 
above letter. The two laſt were not ſuffered to land. 
General Robertſon was permitted to come on ſhore, and "7; 2 

was met by Major General Greene, who verballs re- | 2 
ported that General Robertſon mentioned to him in ſub- 
ſtance wbat is contained in his letter of the 2d of Octo- 


ber ta General Waſhington. 


* 
—— . — — 


. — — — 


| 8 I R, ? 6 : 1 5 - | . / 

I TAKE chis opportunity to inform your Excel- | 1 
lency, that I confider myſelf no longer acting under the n 
commiſſion of Congreſs: Their laſt. to me being among 
my papers at Welt-point, you, Sir, will make ſuch uſe 


of ie, 1 you think * | * 


% # 
* * 
2 „ 


I. Excollency Gmeral Waſhington, - 


—— 
— 


'« 0 18 


At the ame time, leg leave to affure your Excdllency, 
that my attachment to 


| e true intereſt of my country is 
invatiable, and that I am aRuated by the SAR PRIN- 


eme which has ever been the GOVERNING RULE of my 


conduct, in this unhappy conteſt. 


v7 I baue the bonour is be, rr, 5 
Nur Futellnqs moſt obedient bumble ſervant, 
Wea 21 B. 4 K N06 L D. 


Greybound Baltes, Plag of Truce, 
Dabbs's Ferry, Ottober a, 1780. 


in doubt if his memory had ſerved him, to relate . 
with exactneſs the ſubſtance of the converſation that 

paſſed between him and myſelf, on the ſubject of Major 
Andre. In an affair of fo much conſequence to my 


friend, — e208 2 ns, humanity, n 
no poſſibility of a miſunderſtanding, and therefore take | 
liberty to put in writing the lub Hanes 


of what I ſaid to 


General Greene. 


"1 be e e by dv eine of  Colinel Rolin 


fon. and the _officers of the Vulture, that Major Andre 
went on ſhore at General Ar nold's deſire, in à boat ſent 
tot him with a flag of truce; that he not only came 
aſhore with the knowledge and under the protection of 


the General who. commanded in the diſtrict, but that he 
took no ſtep while on ſhore but by direction of General 


Arnold, as will appear By the incloſed letter from him to 
your Excellency.” - + + 5 FF © % 
Under thefe circumſtances I could not, and hoped you 
would not, eonſider Major Andre as a ſpy, for any im- 
* phraſe in his letter to bu. : 

Ihe facts he relates correſpond with the evidence 1 


| offer y' but he admits a-concluſion; that does. not follow, 
The change of cloaths and name was ordered by General 


Arnold, under whoſe direction he neceſſarily was, while 


Within his command. As General Greene and I did not 


agree in opinion, I wiſhed, that diſintereſted genflemen 
of knowledge of the law of war and nations, might be 
aſked their opinion on the ſubject; and mentioned Mon- 
fieur Knyphauſen, and General Rochambault, 5 
I related that a Captain Robinſon had been delivered to 
Sir Henry Clinton as a ſpy, undoubtedly was ſuch 3 


and 
net chat it being ſignified to him that you were nw 


\ 


„Nori have: from General. Greene, (leaves me 


oops Faser {*:t:0 mmm 48 


ENG 


| 45 Wo | 
tat ths man ſhould exchanged, he had ordered him to. 


be ier 
1 with that an Hie det ot ſubh gigilities, 3n the, 
rules of Wat admit of, might take off many of ip barg 8. 
I admitted that Major André had a great ſhare of Sir 
Henry 55 nton's cteem, 2 that he would 4 
obliged by * * tat # b be was permitted to 
10nd with me, ould 3 to have any ibn wm. 
would WP pleaſed to name ſet at liberty. 
that Sir Henry Clinton had never put to. 
_ 2 perſon f 988 of the rules of 165 though . 
oo 1 in his power. Under tha 
— L ee uch good may ariſe. from hu- 
manity, mu ill from the want of it. If chat could give 
any Weight, I beg leave to add, that your favourable 
treatment of Mas Andre, will be a favour 1 ſhould me | 
be intent to return to any you hold dear. 
My memory does not retain with the exactneſs I could 
wiſh, the words of the letter, which General Greene 
ſhewed me from Major. Andre to- af 6, = Excellency. For 


Sir Henry Clinton's 7392 you will aer 0 
nne ew-Y or 
= 29 Ar to be, your Exc 7 | 
__ - — alt and mo/t humble 
JAMES ROB 3 : 
Hi Excelling Gautal Waſhington, EY 


D %y V0! New: York, bar fy ES 5 
A polite attention Ih — by | by Jour Excellency ud; J 


the Gentlemen of your fam Arnold, when in 
diftreſs, demand my grateful Eknawlaigrept and a. 
which I beg leave to preſent. n 

From n Excelleney's letter to Sir Henry Clinton, 1 8 
find a Board of General Officers have given it as their 
plans Mm Major Andre comes e deſcription, of 
a : fy. good opinion of the candox and. juſtice of 

Gentlemen Teads me to believe, that if they had 

been made fully acquainted with every circumſtance rer 
ſpecting Major Andre, that they would by no means have 
confi fm in the light of a ſpy o even of a pri - 
ſoner, In juſtice to him, 1 think it my duty to declare, 
that he comes from on board the Vulture at my particular 
requeſt, .by a flag ſent on purgoſe for him by Joſbua 
Smith, "la. who had permiſſion to go to Dobbs's ferr 
to carry _—_— and for other purpoſes es not mentio 1 


1 


+>... RG 
, and to return, This was done as u blind to the ſpy boats! 
Mr. Smith at the ſame time had my priyate «bo 


or Mr. John Anderfon, was the name 1 had 

defired Mr. Smith to inform him, that he T. have my 
protection, and a ſafe paſſport to return in the ſame boat, 
as ſoon as our buſineſs was compleated. As ſeveral acci- ' 
dents intervened to-prevent his being ſent on board; 1 gave 
bim my paſſport to return by land. Major André came 
on ſhore in his uniform (without diſguiſe) Thich with much 


changed for anot] coat. | furniſhed him wich a borfe 
| and faddle, and d pointed out the route by which he Was to 
- return. 1 as F knee officer in the department, 
a 1 bad an undoubted right to tranſact all theſe matters; 
EY if means, Major Andre ou by ng means. te 
uffer for 


Andre's "caſe, the Board of General Officers adhere Ac 
their former opinion, 1 ſhall ſuppoſe it dictated by 
and reſentment; and if that Gentleman ſhould 2 2 
ſeverity of their ſentence; 1 ſhall think myſelf bound T 
bebe fe of duty and honour, to retaliate on fuch unhappy 


ur army, as may within my power, 
3 T 15 125 


may he better underſtood and obſerved, 
- I have further to obſerve, that forty of the princigal. 
Wo N of South- Carolina have juſtly forſeited their 
ives, which have hitherto been ſpared by the clemency 
of His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, who cannot in 
Juſtice extend his mercy to them any longer, if Major 
4 re ſuffers; which in all probability open a ſcene 
* blood at which humanity will revolt, 


an the honour of humanity, and the love you have of 

Juſtice, that you ſuffer not an unjuſt ſentence to touch 

the life of Major Andre. 

3 But if this warning ſhould. be diſregarded, and be ſuf- 
: „ fer, 1 call N and earth to witneſs, that your Ex- 

_ 3%, =: pony will be juſtly anſwerable for che torrent of 

© that may be fpilt in conſequence. | 

WM 7 have the honour to 1 with due reſpect, your Excellency's 

bh e very humble ſervant, 

= B. ARNOLD, 

= | Hig Excellency General WASHINGTON, "Te 


0 
| 75 on board the Vulture, and brin 2 tore Col, 2 
* 
equeſied Major Andrę to aſſume : At the fame time! 


reluctance, at m particular and p prin inftance, he ex- 
But if, — "hls juft and r preſentstion of Maj jor” 


pet due to flags, Ind to the law-0 nations, 


| on Suffer me to intreat your N far your own | 


SIR, 


( 15 ) | ; 
Tappan, OF. 1, 1780. 


BUOY” D above the terror of death, by the conſci - 
ouſneſs of a life devoted to honourable purſuits, and tained 


3 5. 


SIN 


with no action that can give me remorſe, I truſt that the 
ueft I make to your Excellency at this ſerious period, 
ad 2 is to ſoften my laſt moments, will not be re- 
| Sympathy towards a foldier will ſurely induce your Ex- 
cellency and a military tribunal to adopt the mode of my 
death to the feelings of a man of honour, 8 


Let me hope, ir, that if ought in my character im- 


preſſes you with eſteem towards me, if ought in my miſ- 


fortunes marks me as the victim of policy and not of re- 
ſentment, 1 ſhall 15 * the operation of theſe feelings 


in your breaſt, by 
a gibbet. . | 
J bave the honour to be, your Excellency's 
Maſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


g informed that | am not to die on 


JOHN ANDRE, 


Ai. Gen. to the Britiſh army. 
| The time which elapſed between the capture of Major 


Andre, which was on the morning of the 23d of Sept. and 


his execution, which did not take. place till 12 o*clock- on 


the zd of Oftober ;---the mode of trying him ;---his letter 


to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. on the 2gth of September, in 
which he ſaid, ** I receive the greateſt attention from his 
& Excellency. General Waſhington, and from every per- 
“fon under whoſe charge I ha to be placed; not 
to mention many other acknowledgements which he made 
of the good treatment he received ;---muſt eyince, that the 

— * him were not guided by paſſion or re- 
entment. e practice and uſage of war were againſt 


his requeſt, and made the indulgence he ſolicited, circum · 


ſtanced as he was, inadmiſſible, 


Publiſhed by order of Congreſs 
CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary, 


1 ” 


1 
| 


